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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Access to essential medicines remains a key global public health priority and is included in the
globally endorsed Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Despite decades of global efforts,
there is an inconsistent pattern in the availability of essential medicines globally particularly
for poor and marginalized populations, particularly in the aftermath of the COVID-19
pandemic. High prices, poor purchasing power, flawed distribution programmes, uncertain
product quality and the falsification of medicines, and inappropriate prescribing practices, are
but some of the potential factors that undermine the availability and equity of essential
medicines for the global population.

This course is designed for students who can engage in critical analysis and are curious about
global health issues and global pharmaceutical policy issues. There are

no prerequisites required but it does require consistent student commitment. This includes
critically reading and reflecting on assigned class readings, presenting readings in class, active
participation in class discussions, and presenting a research topic of interest to the class.

In terms of content, we start with an introduction to global pharmaceutical policy and discuss
some of the stakeholders within the pharmaceutical policy space. We will then examine issues,
such as equity, innovation, the research and development of new drug therapies, decolonizing
evidence-based medicines, conflict of interest and the risk of corruption within the health and
pharmaceutical sectors, as examples.



GENERAL GOALS OF THE COURSE:

To enhance students’ awareness and/or understanding of:
o Core issues, determinants of and trends in global pharmaceutical policy;

e Facilitators and barriers to global access to medicines; and,
o The political economy of pharmaceutical policy.

SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Students who have completed this course should be able to:

1. Describe selected current issues and trends in global pharmaceutical policy.

2. Analyze barriers and opportunities to improve access to pharmaceuticals and other
essential health products globally.

3. Cite current literature on global pharmaceutical policy issues.

STUDENT AND INSTRUCTOR EXPECTATIONS:

All interactions should take place within an environment that is open to competing views
and respect for varied perspectives. Civil discourse is mandatory.

The instructors are expected to: provide clear and organized lectures; provide students with
relevant readings and make appropriate reference to them during the course; and answer
questions related to the course.

Students are expected to: read required readings each week and prepare a question for class
discussion; attend class and actively and thoughtfully participate in discussions; prepare and
deliver a presentation on a topic of their choice; and contribute to a case study presentation.
Students are encouraged to seek assistance from the teaching assistant or instructor.

STUDENT EVALUATIONS AND COURSE SCHEDULE

Student evaluation is based on the below. Missed deadlines will result in a deduction (one
percentage per day late).

Course Participation 10%
Case Study Presentation 10%
Mid-Term Exam 35%
Research Proposal 10%
Research Presentation 35%

The course will take place once a week and run two hours for one semester. Additional
readings/topics may be assigned.



INSTRUCTORS

Dr. Jillian Clare Kohler, Professor, Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy

Dr. Quinn Grundy, Assistant Professor, Lawrence S. Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing
Dr. Jordan Jarvis, Policy Advisor, Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, Ontario
Dr. Rahim Rezaie, Adjunct Lecturer, Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy

Dr. Jaris Swidrovich, Assistant Professor, Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy

ABOUT THE CLASS FORMAT

The class will meet weekly. Each class will typically consist of a core lecture and group
discussions. Classes will consist of in person and asynchronous formats. Student active
participation in the class is required and essential.

RESEARCH PROPOSAL AND PRESENTATION

Y our research proposal will provide an opportunity for you to receive feedback prior to your
research presentation to the class. It should be about 1 — 2 pages and include the following:
what is your topic, what is your main argument, a summary of the “story” you will tell
during your presentation and a bibliography with at least 10 sources that must include peer-
reviewed academic articles (these must be sources other than the articles we have in the
syllabus). Credible sources, such as policy documents from governments, NGOs, and
international organisations are also permitted. Your research proposal must be on a topic
that is relevant to global pharmaceutical policy.



CLASS SCHEDULE AND TOPICS

CLASS ONE: INTRODUCTION TO GLOBAL PHARMACEUTICAL POLICY AND

STAKEHOLDERS

September 9

Core Readings:

Hafner, T., Banda, M., Kohler, J. ef al. “Integrating pharmaceutical systems strengthening in
the current global health scenario: three ‘uncomfortable truths. “J of Pharm Policy and
Pract 13, 38 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1186/s40545-020-00242-2

Hoffman, Steven J, and Clarke B Cole (2018). “Defining the global health system and
systematically mapping its network of actors.” Globalization and health vol. 14,1 38. 17
Apr.

Kohler, J.C. (2021). Why Global Cooperation in Public Health Needs a Leader. Healthcare
Papers 19(4): 9—18. doi:10.12927/hcpap.2021.26487.

https:// www.longwoods.com/content/26487/why-global-cooperation-in-public-health-needs-
a-leader-

Please review:

https://www.who.int/about/vision/global_health _agenda/en/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/health/overview
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/global-health-security/

CLASS TWO: RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF DRUGS AND VACCINES

September 16

Core Readings:

Beyeler, Naomi et al (2019) “Improving resource mobilisation for global health R&D: a
role for coordination platforms?” BMJ global health vol. 4,1 e001209. 27 Feb.

Lurie N, Saville M, Hatchett R, Halton J. (2020) "Developing Covid-19 vaccines at
pandemic speed." New England Journal of Medicine 382:1969-1973.

European Parliament “Improving Access to Medicines and Promoting Pharmaceutical
Innovation” November 2023
https.://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/753166/EPRS STU(2023)7531
66_EN.pdf (Read Chapters I and 3)

Rhodes, N. et al. “For Whose Benefit? Transparency in the development and procurement of
COVID-19 vaccines.” Transparency International. May 2021. https://ti-
health.org/content/for-whose-benefit-transparency-in-the-development-and-procurement-of-
covid-19-vaccines/

Webb, E., Richardson, E., Vogler, S., et al. (2022). “What are the implications of policies
increasing transparency of prices paid for pharmaceuticals?” World Health Organization.




CLASSTHREE: INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS AND ACCESSTO

ESSENTIAL MEDICINES

September 23

Lecturer: Jordan Jarvis

Core Readings:

Babyar, J. (2022). “Trade, Intellectual Property, and the Public Health Bearing.” Health
Systems (Basingstoke). https://doi.org/10.1080%2F20476965.2022.2062460

Gleeson D, Lexchin J, Labonté et al. (2019). "Analyzing the impact of trade and investment
agreements on pharmaceutical policy: provisions, pathways, and potential

impacts." Globalization and Health 15(78).

Islam, M.D., Kaplan, W.A., Trachtenberg, D. et al (2019). “Impacts of intellectual property
provisions in trade treaties on access to medicine in low- and middle-income countries: a
systematic review.” Global Health 15, 88.

Wong, A., Clarke, B., Kohler, J.C. TRIPS Flexibilities and Access to Medicines: An
Evaluation of Barriers to Employing Compulsory Licenses for Patented Pharmaceuticals at
the WTO. South Centre (2022). https://www.southcentre.int/wp-
content/uploads/2022/10/RP168 TRIPS-Flexibilities-and-Access-to-Medicines EN.pdf

CLASS FOUR: INNOVATION SYSTEMS., DOMESTIC CAPACITY & ACCESSTO

MEDICINES
September 30
Lecturer: Rahim Rezaie

Core Readings:

Lundvall, B.-A. (2007). National Innovation Systems-Analytical Concept and Development
Tool. Industry and Innovation, 14(1), 95-119. https://doi.org/10.1080/13662710601130863
Burci, G. L., & Gostin, L. O. (2017). Privatized Pharmaceutical Innovation vs Access to
Essential Medicines: A Global Framework for Equitable Sharing of Benefits. JAMA : The
Journal of the American Medical Association, 317(5), 473-474.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2016.17994

Burci, G. L., & Gostin, L. O. (2017). Privatized Pharmaceutical Innovation vs Access to
Essential Medicines: A Global Framework for Equitable Sharing of Benefits. JAMA : The
Journal of the American Medical Association, 317(5), 473—474.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2016.17994

DiMasi, J. A., Grabowski, H. G., & Hansen, R. W. (2016). Innovation in the pharmaceutical
industry: New estimates of R&D costs. Journal of Health Economics, 47, 20-33.
https://doi.org/10.1016/].jhealeco.2016.01.012

OECD Report: Pharmaceutical Innovation and Access to Medicines Report, 2018.
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/pharmaceutical-innovation-and-access-to-
medicines_9789264307391-en.html (For Reference Only)




CLASS FIVE: ACCOUNTABILITY, TRANSPARENCY AND ANTI-CORRUPTION
(ACTA) IN THE HEALTH AND PHARMACEUTICAL SECTORS

October 7
Core Readings:

e Kohler, Jillian and Andrea Bowra. “Exploring anti-corruption, transparency, and
accountability in the World Health Organization, the United Nations Development
Programme, the World Bank Group, and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria.”Globalization and Health (2020) 16:101. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-020-
00629-5

e Onwujekwe, O., Orjiakor, C., Ogbozor, P. et al. Examining corruption risks in the
procurement and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines in select states in Nigeria. J of Pharm
Policy and Pract 16, 141 (2023). https://doi.org/10.1186/s40545-023-00649-7

e Wong A, Perechudoff K, Kohler JC. Legislating for Good Governance in the Pharmaceutical
Sector through UN Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) Compliance. Glob Public
Health. 2024 Jan;19(1):2350649. doi: 10.1080/17441692.2024.2350649. Epub 2024 May
16. PMID: 38752422Glynn, E. H. “Corruption in the health sector: A problem in need of a
systems-thinking approach” (2022). Frontiers.
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2022.910073/full

CLASS SIX: ASYNCHRNOUS LEARNING & THOUGHT PIECE

Week of October 14

Please note there is no set class time for this session as we will not have class on Monday,
October " due to the Thanksgiving holiday. During this week, students are required to listen
to the below podcasts and prepare a thought piece based on the content for submission by
Monday October 16 to your Teaching Assistant.

TOPIC ONE: GLOBAL ACCESS TO MEDICINES

“In this episode of the GOLD Podcast, Marc speaks with Margo Warren, Head of Policy, Access to Medicine
Foundation. Margo offers her thoughts on the ever-present need for global access to medicine, discusses her
path into the fight for health equality and the importance of global vaccine distribution

https://www.emjreviews.com/emj-gold/podcasts/margo-warren-on-global-access-to-
medicine/

TOPIC TWO: I’'M PHARMACY PODCAST: S3.E3 DOSE OF REALITY: ACCESS
TO MEDICATIONS

“Medications are an integral part of our healthcare system, and yet their access is grossly
limited around the world. On this episode of the I'm Pharmacy Podcast, we dive into the
issue of access to medicine, both globally and in Canada, with family physician Dr.
Danielle Martin and Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy Professor Jillian Kohler.”

https://podcasts.apple.com/se/podcast/s3-e3-dose-of-reality-access-to-
medications/id1513040718?i=1000606273125




CLASS SEVEN: CASE STUDY
October 21

Case #2210.4 Fortaleza: Keeping an Electoral Promise Practitioner Guide and Epilogue

Students will be divided into groups and discuss questions related to the case amongst themselves
and then develop a presentation which will be delivered to the class.

This case study is available at: http://case.hks.harvard.edu/topics/health-and-health-care

CLASS EIGHT: THE INTERFACE BETWEEN DOCTORS, PHARMACISTS AND
THE PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY

November 4

Lecturer: Dr. Quinn Grundy

Core Readings:
e Chimonas S, Mamoor M, Zimbalist S A, Barrow B, Bach P B, Korenstein D et al. Mapping
conflict of interests: scoping review BMJ 2021; 375 :e066576 doi:10.1136/bmj-2021-
066576

e Delong C, Aguilar T, Tseng C, Lin GA, Boscardin WJ, Dudley RA. Pharmaceutical
Industry—Sponsored Meals and Physician Prescribing Patterns for Medicare
Beneficiaries. JAMA Intern Med. 2016;176(8):1114-1122.
doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2016.2765

e Grundy, Q. (2018). Chapter 3: "The Perfect Friend": Building Relationships and Becoming
Indispensable (p. 57-79) in Infiltrating healthcare: How marketing works underground to
influence nurses. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press. https://ebookcentral-
proquest-com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/lib/utoronto/detail.action?docID=5339544

e Tejani AM, Loewen P, Bachand R, Harder CK. Pharmacists' Perceptions of the Influence of
Interactions with the Pharmaceutical Industry on Clinical Decision-Making. Can J Hosp
Pharm. 2015 Sep-Oct;68(5):378-85. doi: 10.4212/cjhp.v68i5.1484.

CLASS NINE: DECOLONIZING EVIDENCE-BASED MEDICINES
November 11
Lecturer: Jaris Swidrovich

Suggested readings:

e Rogers, B.J., Swift, K., van der Woerd, K., Auger, M., Halseth, R., Atkinson, D. et al.
(2019). At the interface: Indigenous health practitioners and evidence-based practice. Prince
George, BC: National Collaborating Centre for Aboriginal
Health. https://www.nccih.ca/docs/context/RPT-At-the-Interface-Halseth-EN.pdf

e Allen, L., Hatala, A., Ijaz, S., Courchene, Elder D., Bushie, Elder B. (2020). Indigenous-led
health care partnerships in Canada. CMAJ:192:E208-16. doi:
10.1503/cmaj.190728 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7055951/pdf/192¢20
8.pdf

e Luke J, Verbunt E, Zhang A, et al. Questioning the ethics of evidence-based practice for
Indigenous health and social settings in Australia. BMJ Global Health 2022;7:¢009167.
doi:10.1136/ bmjgh-2022-009167 https://gh.bmj.com/content/bmjgh/7/6/e009167.full.pdf
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o National Aboriginal Health Organization Fact Sheet (March 2012). Integrating traditional
medicines into Western medical treatment. https://fnim.sehc.com/getmedia/c03a81be-c9de-
4¢81-89¢6-6¢123db46d43/Traditional-Mediciine-Fact-Sheet.pdf.aspx?ext=.pdf

e Swidrovich, J. Chapter 13: Whiteness of Medicine. In Gebhard, A., McLean, S., & Denis,
V. St. (eds.). (2022). White Benevolence: Racism and colonial violence in the helping
professions. Fernwood Publishing. Halifax, NS.

CLASSES TEN, ELEVEN & TWELVE
November 18, 25 and December 2
Student Presentations

Each student will present on a topic related to the course that they have researched during the
term. Each presentation should be a maximum of 10 minutes. The presentation must include
references. Students will be evaluated by their peers informally in addition to the formal evaluation
by their instructor and teaching assistant.




ASYNCHRONOUS CLASS & ASSIGNMENT

DOCUMENTARY: DYING FOR DRUGS

To make up for our class missed during reading week (October 28), students are expected to
watch the below documentary and provide answers to assigned questions for submission to your
TA by November 4.

https://www.truevisiontv.com/films/dying-for-drugs

“A powerful international investigation of the global pharmaceutical industry. Every year, many
new drugs come to market which offer hope to the sick and dying. They also bring billions of
pounds into the coffers of the pharmaceutical industry, making Big Pharma the most profitable and
powerful business on earth. Two years in the making, this film investigates just how far drug
companies are prepared to go to get their drugs approved; what they will do to make sure they get
the prices they want and what happens when profits are put before people.”



